Prof. Dr. André Kaiser
Winter Term 2026/27

Decentralization, Federalism, and Separatism in Europe
(No. 14335. 0104, Exam Regulation 2021: SM Special Topics Political Science I)

Friday, 16.10.2026: 12-13.30, Building 211, Room S103
Friday, 30.10.2026; 13.11.2026; 27.11.2026: 09:00-17:00, Building 211, Room S103

This course aims at introducing participants into current research on the territorial
organisation of the state. Ideally, participants develop their own research questions and
designs on questions of decentralisation, federalism, or separatism while attending the course
in order to eventually write an MA or a PhD thesis.

Course structure:

(1) Participants are expected to read the assignments (see below) for each class. Please hand
in two questions on these readings per class. I will collect them and select some for our
seminar discussions. If at least four of your questions over the term get selected you can earn
a bonus of “0,7” (with two or three questions “0,3”) on your final grade.

(2) Please note that the final class will be organised as a workshop. Classes will be
complemented by two smaller group sessions in which we will discuss your ideas for a term
paper early on. Dates will be decided upon during one of the early classes in the term.

(3) While reading the assigned texts, please start as early as possible to think about a research
question that you want to work on in your term paper. If you have developed an idea, please
send me a one- or two-pages expos¢ via email (andre.kaiser@uni-koeln.de). Term papers
have to be handed in on 2 January 2027 at the latest (no exceptions!).

Office hour:

Appointments may be arranged via email (andre.kaiser@uni-koeln.de). Another option is to
meet after class.

Reading assignments:

A reader with the required texts will be made available to participants via Ilias.

General readings:

Leon, Sandra and Pablo Beramendi (2015). Federalism, in: Jennifer Gandhi and Rubén Ruiz-
Rufino (eds), Routledge Handbook of Comparative Political Institutions. London:
Routledge, 209-225.

Rodden, Jonathan (2006). Federalism, in: Barry Weingast und Donald Wittman (Hg.), Oxford
Handbook of Political Economy, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 357-370.
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